Jane
By Maureen Conlan


At first meeting, Jane extends a cupped hand, not to shake but to show a tiny blue robin’s eggshell she found on her walk to the coffee shop. Her face lights up at its delicate beauty. 


In late middle age, Jane is a woman with the sturdy bearing of a walker. She is an artist with a degree from Parsons School of Design and has worked in advertising, in theater and in restaurants. She is a gardener, a rug hooker, a world traveler by ship – and a lover of great cities of the world, especially of her home city of Cincinnati. 
Jane loves many things. What she hates is cruelty – especially cruelty to children and animals. 

“I care very much about young children – abused and neglected children and animals. That’s why I am leaving half of my estate to the SPCA and half to ProKids,” she says. “I don’t know anybody else that helps abused and neglected kids the way ProKids does”, she adds. 

Nobody can predict what Jane’s planned-giving gift will translate to in future dollars, but it could be substantial. She lives simply.  “I’m not trying to spend it,” she says of her estate. “I want to save it for these two organizations.”

Jane first came to ProKids during its early day and was a CASA volunteer for a little boy named Mickey. He was in foster care, and he desperately wanted a “forever home.”  Thanks to Jane’s advocacy, Mickey got the home and adoptive parents he so wanted and needed.
Jane is content to know that when she is no longer here, her gift to ProKids will continue to find permanent and nurturing homes for children. 
*Story written by Maureen Conlan, a longtime Cincinnati journalist and Features Editor with the Cincinnati Post and Kentucky Post newspapers. She is a volunteer with ProKids.
About Planned Giving





A planned gift is a bit like keeping your money and spending it on a good cause, too. You use the money during your lifetime, and afterwards it keeps on doing good in your name. Letting a charity know that they will be a beneficiary reassures them that their good work will continue. To find out more about planned giving, contact your attorney or financial planner. Also, Bill Montague, an estate planning attorney who is a friend of ProKids, is happy to answer questions. He can be reached at: wmontague@fbtlaw.com or 513-651-6920. Or call Chris Conlan at ProKids: 513-487-6448 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:cconlan@prokids.org" ��cconlan@prokids.org�.  











