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My name is Darlene Kamine and it is a privilege for me to present the award named in my honor: the Darlene Kamine Advocate of the Year Award. I was actively involved in founding ProKids 27 years ago and was a Juvenile Court Magistrate for 18 years. Dedicated community members joined me to form ProKids and this spirit of advocacy continues today.  I’m honored that this award was created to recognize the accomplishments of a ProKids CASA. The recipients of this award are shining examples of individuals making extraordinary efforts on behalf of a child.

This year we have two recipients for the Darlene Kamine Advocate of the Year Award.  Our first is Sandy Goheen.

Sandy has had a total of 4 cases since she graduated in 2005.  Each of these has been challenging, as all cases are, but Sandy’s second case was the kind that we hope never to see.  Sandy rose to the occasion in a way that exemplifies what an advocate is and does.  

This case involved four siblings, ages 4, 5, 7, and 9.  These children had suffered every kind of abuse imaginable - and unimaginable.  They had been locked in a basement and physically and sexually abused.  The children endured so much that Sandy decided that a plan had to be put in place immediately to allow them to heal.  She single handedly decided that each of the children’s unmet needs were so great and needed such intense monitoring and coordination that everyone working with the children had to meet monthly in order to ensure that everything was being done for them. 

As complex as this case was, each child had his or her own team of specialists, educators, foster parents, support workers, therapists, and so on.  The number of the team ran from 20-25 people at any given time.  The team members all agreed that they had never seen such traumatized children.  None of the children could consistently interact with others in a way that was safe.  They were terrified and violent and their odds weren’t good.  Many children foster children bounce from foster home to foster home; children with such severe issues were at even greater risk to drift in foster care, never returning home, never finding a family.

Sandy took it upon herself to coordinate each and every team meeting.  She reserved space in a conference room at one of the service provider’s offices in order to house everyone at once.  Ultimately, Sandy put into place a monthly meeting which was 3 hours long.  During this time, all the 4 children’s individual specialists would rotate in and out during the 3 hours.  In these meetings, service providers came together in such a dedicated way to ensure the children’s needs were met.  

Sandy’s fully-integrated team included the foster parents, ensuring they had all the information and support necessary to keep the children in their homes and to help them feel safe.  She ensured the foster parents had access to help on call 24 hours a day.  Sandy’s CASA Manager, Kathy Halsey, says, “Sandy built this team and the team’s work allowed these children to heal.”  

As the children’s behaviors improved, Sandy co-coordinated the team to work with dedicated adoptive parents.  Three of the four siblings were eventually adopted out of the county.  Sandy traveled several times to ensure the children were placed successfully and that they were thriving.  

Sandy continues to work diligently with the last, remaining child.  She suffered the most and Sandy is dedicated to giving her every opportunity to reach the point where she, too, can have her “forever family.”  Though she is in treatment facility over 2 hours away, Sandy still travels there at least monthly, sometimes more, to visit her and check on her progress.

Sandy Goheen is the embodiment of what it means to be a child’s advocate.  She closely examines what each child needs and what is best for the child.  Because she fills the room with this tenor and intention, the other adults in the room come together and then nothing seems impossible.  Her will, her indefatigability, her sense of what’s best and right have made her our Darlene Kamine Advocate of the Year Award Recipient.  

Sandy, would you please stand to be recognized ……
