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My name is T D Hughes and I am the President Elect on the Board of Trustees of ProKids.  It is my honor to present the Leslie R. Jaffe Volunteer of the Year Award this year to two very deserving recipients.  This award was named for Leslie R. Jaffe, an outstanding ProKids volunteer and staff member who lost her battle with cancer in 1993.  The recipients of this award are not only exemplary CASAs, but also contribute time and efforts to other projects benefiting ProKids and our children.  This year, we are lucky enough to have two recipients. 

The second Leslie R. Jaffe Volunteer of the Year Award goes to Peggy Tojo.  

Tonight, we honor Peggy for her dedication to Hamilton County foster children and our mission.  It’s unwavering and comes through in everything she does.  
Peggy has been a committed CASA since 2004, serving 10 children. She is an instructor and leader for our Steps to Peace program, which addresses the negative effects witnessing domestic violence has on children.  She is a Friend of Children Society member.  Peggy steps into extraordinarily challenging cases with tireless determination to do what’s right.  One of her unique attributes is her accepting, non-judgmental demeanor.  It’s a powerful force and the key reason why people around Peggy and her cases circle together to help a child.
One of Peggy’s cases involved a sister and brother, Leslie and Tim.  They were 6 and 4 when the county removed them from their mother who had chronic substance abuse problems and was allowing a sexual predator to live in their home.  Leslie did not feel the joy a 1st grader should.  She said, “I can’t play like other kids on the playground, I worry about my mom.”  

Leslie and her little brother were placed with their paternal grandmother when Peggy was assigned to them.  Just when they thought they were finally safe and secure, Grandma lost their home to foreclosure after she lost her factory job.  The county planned to put the children in foster care, but Peggy fought this plan and helped to ensure Leslie and Tim could stay with their loving grandmother.  She advocated on behalf of this family in every setting and system possible and found community supports to help them ensure that they wouldn’t lose one another.  Peggy never gave up and she won.  

Today, Leslie and Tim are living a childhood they never dreamed possible, complete with family, stability, bicycles, and birthday parties, all because they were able to stay with their grandmother.  Were it not for Peggy’s belief that there are always solutions, this happy ending would not have happened.

As a retired pediatric nurse, Peggy brings that expertise to her cases, as well.  When Peggy first visited Skylarr, a child of one, she saw sunken, lifeless eyes.  She was so malnourished that she had sores all over her body and had lost almost all of her hair.  She could not crawl, sit up or even lift her head.  She had had surgery at 5 months to correct a birth defect.  Her aunt Eboni had taken her home from the hospital when her mother wouldn’t come.  She had provided her special care, but two months later, Skylarr’s mother took her back.  At 13 months old, when Peggy came onto the scene, she only weighed 11 pounds.  

Peggy believes that children should be with family members whenever possible.  She spent an incredible amount of time working with Eboni, explaining Skylarr’s serious condition, which she had researched extensively.  Skylarr would need frequent medical visits, needed to be fed very carefully, and would have to be watched closely by the medical community.  Additionally, there were significant financial impacts on Eboni.  When the county pulled the funding to pay for Skylarr’s daycare, Peggy fought hard, and won, getting the funding reinstated.

Today, Skylarr is a beautiful, glowing child.  Her eyes sparkle, she beams.  Her hair grew back, she gained weight and she is loved.  She continues to blossom today because of her placement with Eboni, which is thanks to Peggy.  The impact of her involvement is immeasurable.
Peggy’s advocacy does not stop with the individual children she represents as a CASA.  She is a key member of the Steps to Peace team.  When SToP began, Peggy was one of the first CASAs to take this additional training.  She then began volunteering with Kathy King anyway she could.  Peggy was so impressive with her insights and abilities, that she has become a valued part of the leadership team of SToP.  She is not only a trainer for the Steps to Peace Program, but she is one of four Violence Resource Specialists, providing assistance and guidance to other CASAs on a case-by-case basis.  She is invaluable to the program at many layers.
Finally, we must mention that Peggy has also been a strong advocate for ProKids developmental success.  Not only is she is a Friend of Children Society member, but she lent us her passion when she spoke at our annual Friend of Children event in 2006.  She has allowed us to use her photograph in many of our publications and website.  She has solicited donations and hosted tables at our Annual Auction.  Ask Peggy about ProKids and the children that she lends her voice to help.  She’ll tell you.  And she does to anyone that will listen.
Peggy, we are honored by all you do.  Will you please stand to be recognized …….
