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My name is T D Hughes and I am the President Elect on the Board of Trustees of ProKids.  It is my honor to present the Leslie R. Jaffe Volunteer of the Year Award this year to two very deserving recipients.  This award was named for Leslie R. Jaffe, an outstanding ProKids volunteer and staff member who lost her battle with cancer in 1993.  The recipients of this award are not only exemplary CASAs, but also contribute time and efforts to other projects benefiting ProKids and our children.  This year, we are lucky enough to have two recipients. 

The first Leslie R. Jaffe Volunteer of the Year Award goes to Patti Minbiole.  

We honor Patti for her devotion to ProKids’ children.  Patti is a tireless advocate for her kids.  With a background as a Special Education teacher and as an administrator, she brings with her tremendous strength in the areas of education and developmental issues.  Even though she has this professional aspect to her CASA work, she approaches every situation as if it were her own child.

Patti is a dedicated CASA.  She has also taken a leadership position on the Education Team.  She is a Friend of Children Society member.  Patti is one of those people who sees a need and fills it rather than waiting to see it met.  Her conviction and strength bring with it a calmness you can feel.  She is always available for a consultation with other CASAs on educational issues and has also accompanied them to team meetings where her expertise is invaluable.  Patti’s belief in our mission is palpable when you speak with her or with people who have worked with her.  We are lucky to have her working towards our goals. 

Patti has been a CASA since 2000 and she’s served 4 children, one of them for more than 7 years.  You may have seen him – it’s Zak who steals the show in our ProKids video.  Patti has been the most consistent person in his life.  He is an adult now and out of the system.  When Zak was injured in a train accident and was taken to the hospital.  Once there, the person he called was Patti.  And she dropped what she was doing and went to see him because she’s Patti.  Although Zak credits Patti with helping him get to a better place, like many young adults Zak hasn’t always made the best decisions.  Patti took the opportunity to point out that not only was he incredibly lucky to have survived, but that he had a second chance in life.

One of Patti’s more recent cases illustrates how her positive vision for her children’s future guides the adults in our CASA children’s lives to do what’s best for them.  A little girl named Mariah, born positive for heroin to a drug-addicted mother came under Patti’s watchful eye.  Born with significant developmental delays, she would need special services for many years.  Mariah was tiny and couldn’t crawl, even at the age of one.  While Patti made sure she was safe, cared for, and receiving services to address her delays, a little brother was born named David, also positive for heroin and with similar special needs.  There was not a spot open in Mariah’s foster home and he was placed elsewhere.  Patti advocated that the two foster mothers meet to allow Mariah and David to develop a relationship.  Ultimately, when Devon’s foster mom had an opening in her home and explained that she was willing to adopt both children, Patti advocated for the Mariah and Devon to be together.  

This month, Mariah and David’s adoption will be finalized.  Happy, healthy and together, they have the family they always needed and that every child deserves.  Had Patti not pushed to ensure that the children visited with each other, their placement together would not have occurred.  Patti would be the first to tell you that she’s only one part of the team, but we know she’s the leader.
Patti pays attention.  When it became apparent to Patti that the CASA University Education class needed to be updated, she didn’t wait for someone else to do it; she took it on herself.  In fact, Beth Turk, ProKids Training Manager, says she “single-handedly updated and rewrote the education class and she teaches it six times a year all by herself.”  Patti sees a need and she fills it. 
When asked what brought her to ProKids, Patti has an interesting answer.  She had only been in Cincinnati for two weeks when she saw a small notice – a call for volunteers – in the newspaper.  She said she knew immediately that she had the skills to be helpful and she felt compelled to attend a Snapshot, ProKids’ weekly informational session.  Patti subsequently did her training surrounded by moving boxes.  Of her volunteering, Patti says that ProKids is the most rewarding volunteer commitment she’s ever had.  Even through a tragic loss of her own, Patti says that the work has been so rewarding for her soul that though she knows she has been able to do some good for ProKids, it in no way compares to the good ProKids did her.  We consider ourselves very lucky to have her.
The only thing keeping Patti away from this dinner is the Atlantic Ocean.  We plan to bring her into the office and fuss over her later.
