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My name is Darlene Kamine and it is a privilege for me to present the award named in my honor: the Darlene Kamine Advocate of the Year Award. I was actively involved in founding ProKids 27 years ago and was a Juvenile Court Magistrate for 18 years. Dedicated community members joined me to form ProKids and this spirit of advocacy continues today.  I’m honored that this award was created to recognize the accomplishments of a ProKids CASA. The recipients of this award are shining examples of individuals making extraordinary efforts on behalf of a child.

This year we have two recipients for the Darlene Kamine Advocate of the Year Award.  Our first is Diane Moccia.

Diane has been a CASA for 7 years.  Her focus is always on the children, her duties as a CASA above everything else.  Once, on her way to an important court hearing, Diane fell.  Not wanting to delay the proceedings, she sent her CASA Manager, Kathy Halsey, on ahead without her, saying she’d get herself to a doctor.  Her elbow was broken, and required surgery and months of physical therapy.  We have learned that very little stands in her way.  At least for very long.
Diane is a Building Blocks CASA providing specialized advocacy for children birth to three years old.  Diane who is a retired speech pathologist, was assigned to darling Damien, who was just a few months old when Diane noticed that he didn’t react to noise.  She contacted his pediatrician who assured her he had been observed and no concerns were noted.  Despite the fact that other professionals, including the foster parent and JFS caseworker, didn’t share her concern, Diane pursued a full evaluation through Help Me Grow.  They found hearing loss and developmental delays.  Damien was immediately referred for specialized services to maximize the hearing he did have and mediate his delays.  Were it not for Diane and her diligence, Damien’s outcome might not have been so positive.

Diane never backs away from even the most challenging cases.  Her current case has 2 sisters placed in foster care.  One of the girls has profound birth defects, requiring multiple surgeries throughout her life.  Both children have seizure disorders.  True to form, Diane has thoroughly researched the children’s conditions and is the person with the answers about the children’s conditions or care.  Over an 18 month period Diane made 95 visits, with the children, with care providers on the children’s behalf, with the parents, all made to insure that their needs were being met.  Magistrate Brenda Anthony said of Diane, “To say that type of service is above and beyond the duties expected of a CASA would be an understatement.  When I have a question in court about the (children’s) condition or care, Diane is the person with the answer.  I know that the future for these (children) is brighter, and their lives have been greatly enriched by Diane’s service, and I am extremely grateful and pleased for the children that they have been the lucky recipients of her efforts.”
If you have not met Diane, do not let her kind demeanor fool you.  She is a steady, constant force – with a smile – not unlike a strong tailwind.  She is a tried and true advocate.  She quietly goes about her cases, one at a time, working conscientiously and attentively on behalf of children.  Known as being someone who will take on anything and do a terrific job, Diane also knows that sometimes things are not black and white, as much as we would like them to be.  She is never confused, however, about her commitment to the children and their best interests.  I am very pleased to present her with this year’s Darlene Kamine Advocate of the Year Award.  
Diane would you please stand to be recognized …..
